
AN INVITATION TO:  

“Attaining to the whole measure of the           

fullness of Christ.” (Ephesians 4: 13b) 

Booklet Two 



A Holy Conversation 

Around the Nature and Mission of the Church 

Introduction 

 

It is time for a “Holy Conversation” about the nature and 

mission of “The Church.”  The Apostle Peter, in both of his 

letters, speaks to our need of “Holy Conversation” with one 

another.  John Wesley also picks up the phrase, meaning 

Christians coming together in dialogue led by the Spirit into 

“all holiness of conversation.”   

Our recent experiences, as a result, of the pandemic have 

been a reminder that the church is not a building, but a        

people, a particular people, who act in a particular way. The 

tragic death of George Floyd, the rioting, and the loss of       

innocent lives call for examination of how the church, the 

people of God, should act to show forth the One they call 

Lord.  The crisis within the United Methodist Denomination 

must also be explored within the context of what it means to 

be a church, followers of Jesus Christ that speaks both the 

good news of God’s Love and the bad news that our ways 

are not His Ways, to the culture of the world at large. 

In response to these three experiences, we are calling for a 
“Holy Conversation” over the nine weeks from August 9 to 
October 4.  The conversation will not be over on October 4, 
but this is an intentional time for our conversing with the 
Lord and each other, about the nature and function of the 
church.   
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In this booklet, you will find a scripture for each day, Monday 

through Saturday.  Each day will also pose two questions for your 

reflection and a brief commentary. 

As you listen to God and reflect upon the scripture, record your 

insights that could guide us in our being a church together.  There 

will be a link on the Mt. Auburn website, where you can post 

your insights, so that we can converse together. 

Life groups will also be joining in this conversation.  A lesson 

plan has been developed to encourage discussion around the 

theme and scriptural texts of each week within the life group    

format. 

Sunday Morning Worship, during these Sundays of August 9 to 

October 4, will also call forth your response of what you are  

hearing from the Lord.  Again, you will have the opportunity to 

share through the Mt. Auburn website, your missional insights 

from the Lord with the church leadership team. 

The challenge for us will be to grasp a picture of the whole  

measure of the church which is expressed in the “Fullness of 

Christ.”  It is Jesus Christ, who has called the church into being 

and has given us our missional calling through His own example 

of ministry among us to which He calls for us to continue. 

As we begin, keep three truths in mind. 
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The church’s commission is from Jesus Christ, and that            

commission has not changed. 

 

1. In any discussion of what the church is and how it is called to  

function must be based in the Biblical witness of the Early 

Church.  In this study, Paul’s letter to the Church at Ephesus is 

our pivotal text, but the pattern illustrated there is identifiable in 

the pattern of Jesus’ ministry as He formed the church at the 

very beginning. 

2. Keep in mind, this is an integrated picture in several ways,              

meaning the church is a whole, and the whole will be significantly  

affected by its weakest functioning element. 

a. There is an integrated flow of connections.  We cannot           

understand what a disciple is apart from our understanding of 

what the nature and function of the church is.  Nor can we        

understand what the church is without an understanding of who 

Jesus is.  This takes us to the root question for both a disciple 

and the church – “Is Jesus being seen in us?” 

b. This root question, “Is Jesus being seen in us?” moves us to the 

issue of identity and reaffirming of who we are in Christ. 

c. The corollary is that the source of strength for the disciple as 

well as the church is Jesus Himself, to whom the Holy Spirit 

bears witness 
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September 13 – Week Five- Monday, August 31, 2020 

    “For God so Loved” 

Key Verse – John 3: 16-17 

Preaching Texts –  Luke 15: 11-32 

Daily Reading – John 3: 16-17 and I Timothy 1: 15-17 

What stands out to you about God in these verses? 

What is the purpose of God in these verses? 

 

We are very familiar with John 3:16.  But, I believe verse 17 

is critical, here, to understanding the intent of verse 16.  The 

purpose of the Father is not to condemn.  It is sin that is 

about condemnation.  Sin is all about condemning people in-

to destructive behaviors that take away the life and love that 

the Father wants us to have.   

We get that twisted-up in our mind.  We act as if God is the 
one who is trying to spoil the party.  But sin and its conse-
quences are what spoil the party that He has already planned 
for us.  Jesus was sent into the world to break the power of 
sin in our lives, and to invite us to the real party of eternal 
fellowship that the Father has prepared for us from the very 
beginning of creation.  Jesus is delivering the invitation, for 
you to accept. 



Daily Readings - Tuesday, September 1, 2020    

 “Was Dead and is Alive” 

Read – Luke 15: 11-32 

What was the state of the younger brother before he came home? 

How does the father react when he sees his youngest son? 

 

This parable is also called the parable of the prodigal father.  The 

word prodigal is defined as “one who spends money in a reckless 

extravagant way.” This is descriptive of the father in the extrava-

gant way he gives his love.   

The son returned home hoping for a position as a hired servant, 

knowing he had forfeited his position as a son.  The son’s first 

bad decision was wishing his father dead, so he could have his 

inheritance.  The son makes more bad decisions, which wasted 

all of his inheritance, but none were as bad as the first decision of 

breaking his relationship with his father, giving up his “sonship.” 

But, the father is extravagant with his love.  He runs and wraps 
his arms around his dirty, smelly son.  He puts shoes on the son’s 
feet to get him out of the dirt.  He puts a robe of dignity on this 
defeated young man.  Then, he places the family ring back on his 
hand, announcing the young man is, once again, a son.  As if all 
of that was not enough, a party is held, to announce the son who 
was dead is now alive.   Jesus wants us to know, our Heavenly 
Father is extravagant like that, in His love for us. 
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Daily Readings - Wednesday, September 2, 2020 

“To Proclaim” 

Read – Luke 4: 16-21, 43 and Matthew 9: 35-38 

What does this tell you about the source of Jesus’ power? 

What was Jesus’ attitude toward the people? 

 

The Kingdom of God is Good News for people everywhere.  

Matthew describes that attitude of Jesus as an attitude of           

compassion.  The Lord saw people in need.  People, then as now, 

harassed by the burdens of life, helpless in the face of sin and    

illness, and in need of a Shepherd, a guide for life.  The Good 

News, now as then, is that we are loved by the Creator of the  

Universe, who wants to meet us in the midst of our needs.  The 

Good News is we are not alone in a dark and uncaring world.  We 

are not at the mercy of sin and evil, there is a Lord of compassion 

who came to be our Savior and rescue us, The Shepherd willing 

to lay down His Life for us.  

The problem is not at the point of need - the harvest is plentiful.  

There are many who need and want a Savior.  The problem is not 

at the point of salvation - a Savior has come with love and     

compassion.  Jesus is the healer not just of the physical body, but 

more importantly of the soul.  The problem is at the point of   

proclaimers, workers willing to go out into the field of need and 

proclaim the Good News of a Savior who has come with         

compassion.  Will you proclaim the Good News? 

6 



Daily Readings - Thursday, September 3, 2020   

  “Today, Salvation has come” 

Read – Luke 19: 1 -10 

Why did Jesus dine with Zacchaeus? 

Why did the Son of Man come? 

 

I think, Zacchaeus must have nearly fallen out of that            

sycamore tree.  Jesus stopped right at his tree.  Jesus called out 

to Zacchaeus by name.  Then, Jesus invited himself to            

Zacchaeus’ house on the spot.  What a demonstration of the 

Seeking Shepherd.  You are known by name.  You are being 

looked for personally. 

Why to the house?  Three things come to mind.                     
1.  Jesus wanted to have a longer conversation with Zack.     
Jesus wants to spend time with us.  He wants to develop a    
relationship with us.  Relationships do not develop as you 
wave at someone passing by you.                                                          
2.  Jesus wanted Zack to meet His disciples, like Matthew.  
You will remember, Matthew had been a tax collector, too.  
Matthew could share with Zack about what it means to follow 
Jesus with an authenticity that Zack needed.  Jesus not only 
invites us to follow Him, but He, also, wants us to be a part of 
a community that is following Him.  Disciples need one          
another.                                                                                            
3.  Jesus wanted to meet the rest of Zack’s family.  Zack’s 
family needed to meet Jesus, too.  They would support one  
another in this new direction in their lives.  
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Daily Readings - Friday, September 4, 2020   

  “Reconciled” 

Read – Ephesians 2: 11-22 

What does citizenship mean to you? 

How do we receive citizenship in the Kingdom of God? 

 

Did you see all the connecting language in Paul’s letter to the 

Ephesians here?  Jesus, through the sacrifice of His Blood, 

has brought us near to God.  We are now invited into God’s 

Kingdom.   

But another part of what Jesus has done is to build us together 

into one building.  Different stones to be sure, some Jewish, 

some Gentile, but built into one dwelling in which God lives 

by His Spirit.  We are all memberships of one household, 

God’s household.  Each of us is a part of the walls, a contrib-

uting member to the whole. 

There is a foundation upon which we are built, the apostles 
and the prophets, but the chief cornerstone, the anchor of the 
whole foundation is Jesus Christ.  Notice, both the prophets 
and the apostles are pointing to Jesus.  If that is the alignment 
of all the foundational stones, then, surely, it should be the 
alignment of all “we,” other stones, as well.  We are held to-
gether in Christ Jesus to be a Holy Temple, a place where 
God is encounter, where His Presence is experienced.  When 
people walk with us, do they get a taste of God’s Love, a 
glimpse of God’s Purpose for this world, and the hope of a 
Savior? 
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Daily Readings - Saturday, September 5, 2020    

 “The Way, The Truth, and The Life” 

Read – John 14: 1-7 

What is the secret of an untroubled Heart? 

What is Jesus doing for us?  How? 

 

Jesus uses the language of marriage here in this discourse in the 

Upper Room.  The Bridegroom upon engagement with His Bride 

would leave to go to His Father’s House and there He would 

build on a place for the Bride and Groom to live.  When their 

new dwelling place was completed, then the wedding was       

announced.  Then the Bridegroom would come for the Bride and 

after the wedding ceremony take her to the place that he had   

prepared. 

Jesus is announcing Himself as the Bridegroom.  Those who   

believe in Him are the Bride.  Jesus is going to prepare a place, a 

place of eternal fellowship, and that place is at the Father’s 

House.  He will come Himself to bring the Bride, to that Eternal 

Home. 

Jesus is also announcing that He is going to be preparing the 
Way for Belief.  The Way of Belief was the way of the Cross that 
Jesus walked, so that we might see the full extent of His Love 
for us.  Jesus is the living demonstration of the Truth of that 
Love.  That Love is the foundation for the Life that Jesus both is 
and offers to us, demonstrated in the empty tomb. 
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Reflections on Week Five of “An Invitation into a Holy               

Conversation.” 

The Church is: A Good News People joyfully bearing witness to    

Jesus Christ, who as Savior breaks the power of sin and death,      

enabling the Church to proclaim Life to the world. 

Jesus was a Good News Person.  He was a joy to be around.  Kids 

loved Him, because there was a smile on his lips, love in His heart, 

and compassion in His actions.  He got invited to parties, because 

He had positive stories to tell about His Father, which lifted your 

spirit and gave you a glimpse of the Father’s character.  That was the 

character of Jesus’ proclamation, which He desires us to emulate.  

We are to proclaim and live out the Good News, which is rooted in 

Hope for everyone.  Life can yet be all that God wants for you, a life 

of fellowship and love because God has acted to make change        

possible for you. 

The second part of Jesus as a Good News person is that Jesus     
Himself, not only proclaims Good News, but He is the Good News.  
He is Himself, the Savior, who has broken the power of sin that traps 
and ensnares us, through His death upon the Cross.  Forgiveness is 
possible, we can begin again.  He is the living embodiment of Love, 
which has defeated death, to make forgiveness possible.  He is the 
Way Maker.  He makes a Way for us into the presence of God, who 
would embrace us in His Love.  Life is still possible because Jesus 
has made a way for Love and Life.  Shout the Good News! 
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Sept. 20 – Week Six- Monday, September 14, 2020  

  “A Time is Coming” 

Key Verse – John 4: 19-21 

Preaching Texts – John 4: 1-26     

Daily Reading – John 4: 1-26 

Why does Jesus go through Samaria? 

Why does Jesus change the topic so abruptly when He talks to 

the woman, about her personal life? 

 

Samaritans were third class citizens as far as the Jews were  

concerned.  In stopping at Sychar, Jesus was sending a message 

to the Samaritans, the Jewish people, and to His disciples.  That 

message is further enforced, when Jesus speaks to this woman 

who was held in low esteem even by the Samaritans.  The          

message is simply everyone matters to God.  The Good News is 

for all.   

But, Good News demands response.  Jesus refuses to keep the 
discussion abstract, but makes it personal, which required a       
response.  The woman catches on quickly and moves to the 
question of worship, but, again, tries to make it an impersonal 
discussion.  But, Jesus makes worship a personal issue of           
responding to God.   
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Daily Readings - Tuesday, September 15, 2020   

   “Your Lord” 

Read – John 13: 1-20 

In what capacity does Jesus wash the disciples’ feet?       

How will you follow the example of Jesus this week? 

 

Jesus knew that the Father had put all things under His  

power, so He took a towel and started washing the disciples’ 

feet.  The washing of feet was generally a servant’s role.  It 

had not been done, probably because none of the disciples 

wanted to suggest they were a servant to the others.  But,  

Jesus takes the towel, acknowledging the importance of 

servanthood in the Kingdom of God. 

But, the exchange between Peter and Jesus suggests there is 

more at play here.  Peter objects, because He acknowledges 

Jesus as Lord.  A Lord should not have to wash feet.  In    

Jesus’ response, “Unless I wash you, you have no part with 

Me,” Jesus is saying not only do you need this washing,    

Peter, but you must allow Me to do it for you.  Peter, your 

need goes further than your feet. 

Jesus is implying, this is not something Peter can do for 
himself or anyone, but Jesus can do for him.  Now, we have 
moved from a physical washing of dirty feet, to a spiritual 
need, a cleansing that only the Savior, can bring to our lives.  
Cleansing begins in repentance, which recognizes our need 
that only the Lord can meet. 
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Daily Readings - Wednesday, September 16, 2020   

 “Jesus is Lord” 

Read – Philippians 2: 1-13 

What stands out about Jesus in this hymn of the early church? 

How does humility (using your strength for the good of others) 

differ from being a doormat? 

 

Jesus is Lord at whose Name every knee should bow in heaven, 

on earth, and under the earth.  Every tongue shall acknowledge 

Jesus Christ as Lord, precisely because He was obedient to the 

Father to the point of death upon the cross to the glory of God the 

Father.   

That is the mindset that Christ Jesus has set for us, obedience to 

the glory of God.  We are called to humble ourselves before God, 

subject to His Will and Glory, which is what it means to be a 

child of God.  In that mindset, the Love of Christ comes alive in 

us.  In that mindset, we are sharing in the Spirit of God, where we 

are on the same page with the Father.  His purposes become our 

purposes. 

It is in this mindset that we recognize that it is God who works in 
us, His Will and His Actions are being accomplished through us.  
That sense of our identity being rooted and grounded in Jesus, 
who is Lord, to the glory of the Father gives strength and power 
to our living.  We are no longer our own, but His new creation. 
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Daily Readings - Thursday, September 17, 2020  

 “Spiritual Blindness” 

Read – John 9: 35-41 

What blindness is the result of sin? (v.39-41) 

What should we do about our spiritual blind spots?  

 

The formerly blind man was thrown out of the synagogue,     

because He could see what the Pharisees could not see - that    

Jesus was a prophet.  Prophets spoke and acted on the basis of 

power and authority which came from God, the Father.  The   

formerly blind man had no question of where his healing came 

from.  It was of God.  The Pharisees were so blinded by their 

prejudices against Jesus they could not see who Jesus was.  The 

formerly blind man was convinced they could not hear either. 

The role of the prophet is to call people to see God who is     
present and acting in their midst.  The prophet calls people to 
listen to the Word of God, for God speaks.  But having spoken, 
the prophet will often see a sidebar result, a doubling down of 
those who would resist the truth before them, for their own self-
centered reasons.  In the book of Exodus, where Moses           
confronts Pharaoh with the reality and power of God, the            
resistance of Pharaoh is called the hardening of his heart.  It is a 
phenomenon that we still see today, where people resist God        
into their own blindness and hard heart. 
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Daily Readings - Saturday, September 19, 2020   

  “Listen to Him” 

Read – Mark 9: 2-12 

What is the significance of Moses and Elijah’s presence? 

What does God want the disciples to know and do? 

 

The Transfiguration comes 6 days after Peter’s confession that       

Jesus is the Messiah and Jesus has confirmed not only who He is, 

but what that would mean in the near future, in regard to Jesus’ 

death and resurrection. 

Peter and the other disciples found that kind of talk hard to            

comprehend.  So, 6 days later, Jesus and the inner circle of three go 

to the mountain, where they see Jesus in more of His glory.  Mark 

simply says Moses and Elijah appeared and talked with Jesus.  

Luke tells us that they talked to Jesus about His departure He was 

about to bring to fulfillment in Jerusalem.  Clearly, Jesus is                 

fulfilling the plan of the Father that has been in process of working 

out for a long time.  Moses and Elijah both have had their roles in 

the fulfillment of the Father’s plan.  But the fulfillment, the               

completion, of the plan is going to be accomplished by Jesus, the 

Son. 

John gives us this picture, as well, in John 1:1-5, 14.  Jesus, the 
eternal Son of the Father, put aside His glory to take on flesh in       
order to fulfill the plan that God, the Father, had from the begin-
ning for our redemption.   
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Reflections on Week Six of “An Invitation into a Holy Conver-

sation.” 

The Church is: A Holy People defined by the Lordship of Jesus 

Christ, who live in a covenantal relationship, expressed in        

worship, and expressed in faithful living that reflects the Holi-

ness of God. 

A prophet is called to speak the word of God.  Moses was a 

prophet speaking God’s command to Pharaoh, “Let my People 

Go.”  Elijah spoke God’s word of Judgment to Israel, “You are 

no longer acting as my people, repent and return or surely            

judgment shall fall.”  Let’s be clear, the message comes across 

as judgment, but it is a call of love to people, who have lost 

their way, to turn back. 

There follows a long line of prophets who call people to live in 

a covenantal relationship with God, as His people displaying 

His character for all the world to see.  Failure to live into this 

life, giving relationship, is to invite disaster to fall upon the  

people. 

Jesus comes in that same tradition of speaking the Word of the 
Father but is Himself the Savior that breaks the power of sin 
that locks us into the grip of death.  To believe that Jesus is the 
Word of the Father’s Love, the Savior sent to open the Way to 
Life, takes us through repentance to living by Faith into that 
covenantal relationship with the Father.  So, Jesus commissions 
the church to continue in that same tradition of speaking the 
Way of Life, The Word of God, to a world that has lost its way, 
in order that all might be saved.  
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Jesus is: 

 

The Living Shepherd, Who seeks, gathers, and cares for 

the sheep. 

 

 

The Living Word of God, Whose teaching is Truth 

which gives Life. 

 

The Living Savior, Who is the Good News of God’s 

Love, proclaimed and calling for a response. 

 

The Living Lord, Who is Holy and worshipped as Ruler 

over all.  

 

The Living Christ, Who was sent by the Father’s Love 

into the world for its redemption. 
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Sept. 27 – Week Seven - Monday, September 14, 2020  

    “A Time is Coming” 

Key Verse – Matthew 28: 19-20 

Preaching Texts –  Luke 10: 1-20 

Daily Reading – Matthew 28: 16-20 

Of the four actions commanded of the disciples, which one is cen-

tral? 

How are disciples to be made? 

 

The context of the Great Commission is very important. The Jesus, 
the disciples had followed for three years, now stands before the 
disciples in a new light.  Now, Jesus has been given all authority in 
heaven and on earth.  How did Jesus receive the authority?  It has 
been given by the Father.  Why has Jesus been given the authority?  
Jesus has gained the authority by virtue of His faithfulness and  
obedience to the Father, His defeat of sin upon the cross and His 
victory over death through the Resurrection.  Jesus has done what 
He said He would do and has prepared The Way to the Father 
through the Cross.  Now that everything has been accomplished, 
disciples are to GO, declare the Good News and make disciples. 
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Daily Readings - Tuesday, September 22, 2020   

  “That He Sent” 

Read – John 3: 16-17 

Why does John emphasize the one and only Son? 

Why did God send His Son? 

 

This is a very familiar passage of Scripture that comes from 

Jesus’ night meeting with Nicodemus, who was a member of 

the Jewish ruling council.  Nicodemus was struggling to     

understand the teaching of Jesus. 

In verses 13-15, Jesus gives Nicodemus a hint.  Nicodemus 

called Jesus a teacher sent from God.  Jesus affirms, He has 

been sent from God, the Father, but Jesus is more than a 

teacher.  He is the Son of Man, who will be lifted-up.  He is 

the Savior.   

Then in verses 16 - 17, Jesus gives Nicodemus an insider’s 
view of God’s plan that goes back to the very beginning of 
God’s creation.  From the beginning, God has loved the 
world.  His Love is so great that now He has given His one 
and only Son.  Since Nicodemus is a teacher in Israel, he 
should have gotten the connecting reference.  Abraham, in 
obedience to God, offered his one and only son, the son of 
promise, at the spot where Jerusalem now stood.  God had 
rescued Isaac by providing a substitute.  Jesus was now sent 
from the Father, on a mission to save the world from               
perishing.  Again, the Father would provide a substitute, His 
Son. 
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Daily Readings - Wednesday, September 23, 2020  

  “Jesus, Our Apostle” 

Read – Hebrews 3: 1-6 

Why should we fix our thoughts on Jesus? 

What is the difference between servant and Son? 

 

The author of Hebrews is writing to the Jewish Nation to affirm 

that Jesus is the Messiah sent by God.  In verse 1, he affirms 

that Jesus is our Apostle.  He is the original Apostle sent by the 

Father from whom the church receives its own apostleship.  The 

Church’s mission is a derivative of the mission of Jesus. 

The thing that the writer of Hebrews wants us to understand is 

that Jesus was faithful to His mission, even unto death.  Jesus’ 

faithfulness was to the Father, the one who had appointed Him.  

In that faithfulness, Jesus created God’s house, the church, 

through His sacrifice. 

What then is the responsibility of the Church?  Three things 
stand out in this passage of scripture:                                           
1. Faithfulness to the mission that Christ has given us.                   
2. A firm confidence anchored in Jesus Christ, who is our Lord 
and Savior, the High Priest that presents us spotless before the 
throne.                                                                                         
3.  Possessing the Hope in which we glory, that in Jesus Christ, 
we have life which is eternal.  All three attitudes are central to 
our witness and proclamation to the world, and they must be 
seen in the life of the Church. 
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Daily Readings - Thursday, September 24, 2020   

 “The Harvest is Plentiful” 

Read – Luke 10: 1 – 12, 17 

Why does Jesus send the disciples out 2 by 2? 

Why does He send them ahead of Him? 

 

Jesus sends out seventy-two, two by two.  Obviously, this group 

is significantly larger than the 12 disciples.  The 12 are the inner 

core, but the body of those following Jesus is growing much 

larger.  These followers are united by Jesus and by a shared mis-

sion to impact the community around them.  They are sent two 

by two.  They are to support one another in the mission. 

But what was the mission?  It appears to be a three-fold mission.                                                               
1. They were to bless people with peace, clearly intended as the 
peace of God.  They were to communicate God’s love for peo-
ple, His desire to bless them.                                             
2.  They were to care for people who were hurting and in need.  
They brought healing to the sick.                                                 
3.  They were to say: “The Kingdom of God has come near to 
you.”  The statement is meant as an invitation for those in the 
surrounding communities, so that they might enter the Kingdom.  
It is near and you can enter, but it will demand a response of ac-
tually entering it.  The task of the seventy-two is to make a call 
for response, but the decision of response is left in the hearts of 
the hearer. 
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Daily Readings - Friday, September 25, 2020   

   “I am Sending You” 

Read – John 20: 19-23 

Why does Jesus repeat His message of Peace to the disciples? 

What power does Jesus give to the disciples? 

 

Note the order of what happens, as the disciple John records 

what happened on resurrection evening.  Even though the doors 

are locked, Jesus suddenly appears among them and says, 

“Peace be with you.”  He immediately relieves their fears and 

calm their hearts.   

Then Jesus shows them the wounds in His hands and side.  He 

wants them to know, Who He is and that He has truly risen from 

the dead.  Jesus assures them, He is the Master they had           

followed, but He is more, which the resurrection has proven.   

Jesus is none other than what Peter had confessed months          

before, the very Son of God, in Whom is the power of life.  This 

affirmation rocked the disciples, trying to grasp the implications.  

Again, Jesus says, “Peace be with you!”  They have realized 

they are in the presence of God and again react in fear. 

Now, Jesus commissions these disciples and the disciples to          
follow to the same mission that He had been given by the Father.  
With that commission comes the power to carry out the mission, 
as Jesus breathes the Holy Spirit upon them and upon all            
disciples who He sends. 
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Daily Readings - Saturday, September 26, 2020 

“Love Your Neighbor” 

Read – Mark 12: 28-31 

In the three love relationships (with God, neighbor, and self), 

where are you the strongest? 

What have you found that helps you grow in each area? 

 

The two great commandments center around love.  But love has 

become very loosely defined these days, to the extent that love 

loses its meaning.  Our loves come into conflict when they have 

multiple centers.  

What Jesus does here, in His response to the teacher of the law, 

is to center our love, our passion, our thinking, and our power of 

action in the person of God.  When our life is so focused on God 

and His creative self-giving love, that one center directs the liv-

ing of our lives.  The loving actions that come out of that focus 

will honor and worship God above all else. 

In this context, we can move to the 2nd commandment, the           

command to love our neighbor comes out of the command to 

love God.  Our Neighbor has been created by God and is loved 

by God, even as we are created and loved by God.  We have been 

created as family to love one another, because of our mutual  

connection to the Father.  That is the context of our love for 

neighbor.  Love is defined by God, not by us, nor by our              

neighbor. 
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Reflections on Week Seven of “An Invitation into a Holy Conver-

sation.” 

The Church is: A Missional People mobilized and sent by Jesus, 

who participates in the transformative mission of God in the 

world, bringing Hope and Peace in Christ’s Name. 

The Church has experienced Jesus as the primary changed agent in 

the lives of its fellowship as well as in the individual lives of the 

body parts.  Jesus brings light out of darkness, life out of death, 

hope out of despair, and peace in the midst of estrangement.  Out 

of the Church’s own experience of Jesus Christ comes the mission 

to which we have been commissioned.   

We are sent by Jesus to bring His transforming presence into all 

the world.  The reality of the world is darkness, death, despair, and 

estrangement.  But we are a people of light, life, hope, and peace, 

because of the Love of Father demonstrated in the Cross and      

Resurrection of Jesus Christ.  We have Good News to share that 

we simply cannot keep to ourselves.  To refuse to share the Good 

News suggests, we do not believe it, or have not received it yet 

ourselves. 

This is not an abstract message, but an experience of                   
transformation we have received.  We have not only been given 
this marvelous forgiving, healing, and life-giving love, but, 
through the power of the Holy Spirit, we are enabled to share it ef-
fectively with others.  Therefore, go, you have a message to share, 
and the power to share it. 
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“An Invitation into a Holy Conversation” 

October 4 – Week Eight      

Key Verse – I Corinthians 11: 23-24 

Preaching Texts – Matthew 16: 24-28    

Focus Word – Sacred Encounter 

 

Daily Readings - Monday, September 28, 2020    

 “Washing” 

Read – Matthew 3: 13-17;  John 13: 1-20 

What did God affirm in the Baptism of Jesus? 

Why did Jesus wash the feet of the disciples? 

 

When Jesus comes to John for Baptism, John rightly recognizes 

that he is the one who needs baptism of Jesus, for Jesus is the Holy 

One of God.  But Jesus tells John there is more at stake here then 

repentance.  Baptism is about righteousness.  It is about right       

relationships.   

Jesus is coming to acknowledge His relationship to the Father.     

Jesus, even though He is the Divine Son, places Himself under the 

authority of the Father.  His entire ministry will be to point to the 

Father and the Father’s Love.  Jesus came to fulfill the Father’s 

purpose. 

Baptism is about acknowledging our relationship before God.  He 
is the One that we honor as Lord in our lives. 
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Daily Readings - Tuesday, September 29, 2020   

  “Repent and be Baptized” 

Read – Acts 2: 37-42 

What did Peter tell the people they needed to do? 

What did the people do in response to the message of Peter? (v. 

41-42) 

 

Brothers, what shall we do?  That was the question that the 

crowd raised with Peter and the Apostles.  We usually take this 

as the invitation to Baptism which Peter gives.  But I would  

suggest that Baptism is just the beginning response.  Yes, there 

must be a beginning and beginnings are important and             

necessary.  However, the beginning has to have a follow 

through, a continuation.   

Verses 37 - 42 give us the important marks of what it means to 
be a disciple of Jesus Christ.  They were baptized for for-
giveness of sins.  They received the gift of the Holy Spirit, 
which would empower their living for Jesus.  They devoted 
themselves to the Apostles’ teaching and to fellowship.  That is, 
they gathered together to learn how to live as Jesus had lived, in 
our midst.  They broke bread together.  In this context, the refer-
ence is to the Last Supper, and how Jesus was revealed to the 
disciples at Emmaus in the breaking of the bread.  They were, 
also, to be a praying people.  Baptized, Spirit filled, gathered, 
celebrating the Supper, and prayer, these are the marks that  
identify us as followers of Jesus Christ. 
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Daily Readings - Wednesday, September 30, 2020   

 “Proclaiming” 

Read – I Corinthians 11: 23 - 34 

Remembrance, proclamation, and participation are the three reali-

ties of the Lord’s Supper.  How would you explain to a non-believer 

how the Lord’s Supper accomplishes each of these? 

In what way should a person examine themselves before                     

participation in the supper? 

 

Paul’s first letter to the church at Corinth was written before any of 

the four gospels, and so this is the first written explanation of what 

had happened in the Upper Room.   However, as we saw in the Acts 

2 passage, the celebration of the Last Supper was an act of                    

remembrance and proclamation of who Jesus is and what Jesus did 

for us on the Cross from the very beginning of the churches’                 

gathering together. 

What Paul gives particular attention to, in this letter, is the                
participation element of the Supper.  He wants it to be understood 
this is not an ordinary meal to satisfy bodily needs or display social 
standing.  This is a supper of the gathered community of faith by 
which participate in the Life and Ministry of Jesus together.  This 
supper is a sacred encounter with the Living Lord of Life, who 
meets us in the partaking of the bread and cup to forgive us and 
nourish our heart and soul. 
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Daily Readings - Thursday, October 1, 2020    

 “Given for You” 

Read – Luke 22: 14-30; Matthew 26: 26-30 

What meal was this that Jesus was eating with the disciples? 

Why is Jesus eager to eat this meal with His disciples? 

 

It is critical for us to see Jesus’ Last Supper was the Passover Supper.  

What Jesus does in this meal is to take the imagery from the Passover 

Meal, which reminded Israel of the 10th plague on Egypt and the pass-

ing of the Angel of Death over all the houses which had the sign of the 

blood of the sacrificed lamb upon the wooden doorpost.  This plague 

led to the immediate release from slavery in Egypt and the beginning 

of the journey of the children of Israel to the Promised Land of God. 

In the way Jews reckoned time, a day began in the dark, 6:00 pm, and 

ended in the light.  So, Good Friday began at 6:00 pm on Thursday, 

which is when Jesus celebrated His Last Supper with His Disciples.  

Before this Friday would be over, Jesus died upon the cross, the Lamb 

of God, whose blood upon the wood cross was the sacrifice both for 

forgiveness and, for those who believed in Jesus, a passing over of the 

angel of death and the gift of eternal life in the Promised Land of God. 

The bread of the Supper points to the Body of Jesus which was bro-
ken.  And the cup points to His blood shed. 
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Daily Readings - Friday, October 2, 2020    

  “Take Up Your Cross” 

Read – Matthew 16: 24-28 

What is the great paradox of these verses? 

What should be of greatest value to us? (v.26) 

 

Underneath this passage of scripture is Jesus’ certain 

knowledge of who human beings are.  Human beings were  

created in the very image of God, and the breath of God 

breathed His very Spirit into them.  Jesus was there, as the  

eternal Son.  Humans are spiritual beings, we have a soul.  Our 

soul is what it is all about, therein is our identity and our       

kinship to God. 

Our soul finds its nourishment in following Jesus, not in         

gaining the world.  Inevitably there is always a choice of        

direction, follow Jesus, or follow the world, which is, really, 

about indulging oneself.  These two paths go in different        

directions, and there is an eternal difference in which path we 

follow. 

To follow Jesus always involves a cross.  The cross is the         

symbol of saying no to self and yes to God.  On the cross, Jesus 

is obedient to the Father and the Father’s purpose.  To take up 

the cross is to make God’s will and purposes first in our lives 

and not out own. 

But the paradox comes precisely at this point.  To give up and 
lose our life to God is to gain life, eternally. 

29 



Daily Reading - Saturday, October 3, 2020    

 “In the Breaking” 

Read – Luke 24: 28-32 

How was Jesus finally recognized by the two disciples? 

What else did Jesus break open for these two disciples? 

 

It is toward evening on the Day of the Resurrection when Jesus 

appears on the road with these two followers of Jesus.  These 

two are not of the official group of disciples.  Yet, it is apparent 

that they believe in Jesus, and are very confused about what is 

and has happened. 

Jesus meets them on the road as they were going home.  The 

first thing that Jesus breaks open for them is the scripture.  The 

entire course of Jesus’s ministry has been following a divine 

plan that the Old Testament scriptures have recorded from the 

very beginning.  Jesus opened-up the plan to them.  I can         

imagine that Isaiah 53 was one the prophetic messages that He 

opened for them pointing to the reason for the cross. 

The second thing Jesus broke open for them was the bread over 
which He had given thanks.  It, apparently, was an action they 
had seen before.  But, in that simple act of breaking the bread He 
had just blessed, their eyes were broken open and they saw who 
had been before them all along.  Here is the Resurrected Jesus, 
right here with them, and their hearts that had been burning 
caught into full flame.  Jesus is alive and in our midst! 
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Reflections on Week Eight of “An Invitation into a Holy            

Conversation.” 

The Church experiences the Grace of God through signs 

(sacraments) that Jesus commanded us to observe as expressions 

of the cleansing and empowering love of Jesus Christ received by 

the believer through faith. 

The sacraments are sacred encounters with the Living Lord of Life 

through which His grace is applied to the believer’s life.  Baptism 

marks a beginning, not a completion.  The beginning marks us and 

gives us an identity.  The washing of baptism signals a new            

direction for our lives.  In this new beginning, we are incorporated 

into a community of faith which will help us live into the journey 

ahead.  This is not a journey to be taken alone, but as a part of a 

community that shares their identity in Christ Jesus, and                

empowered by the Holy Spirit that comes to dwell within to gift us 

and make us fruitful. 

The supper is a regular meal which nourishes us on our journey.  

Our constant need is for forgiveness.  We mess up, and we get        

distracted.  Forgiveness is the continual need in any relationship.  

In the supper, we are offered the forgiveness that comes from the 

Father’s love, so we can live in an eternal relationship with Him. 

Our other constant need is to remember who we are.  In               
remembering Jesus, we remember who we have been called to be.  
Jesus is the image of God, in which we were first created.  He is 
the reminder of our true-identity, as beloved children, created and 
sustained by God’s Grace.  
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A Disciple is: 

 

A Follower of Jesus Christ, who is gathered into the in-

viting flock of the Shepherd, loving others into the fullness of 

life. 

 

A Believer Anchored in the Truth of God’s Word, 
who lives this Word of Love and Truth into the world. 

 

A Proclaimer of the Good News of Freedom in Jesus, 
who lives the Life, given by the Savior, with contagious Joy. 

 

Called to Respond in Faithfulness to the Holy God, 
who finds their identity in Jesus, and worships God with all 

their heart. 

 

Sent by Jesus on the Father’s Mission of Love to the 
World, who is connected to the Triune God through a vital 

prayer life. 
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The Church is: 

 

The Flock of God’s Gathered and Gathering People, who 

bear witness to the healing presence of the Shepherd, and live His 

Love into the world. 

 

An Equipping Community which Lives by God’s Word, 

who know Jesus as the Way, the Truth, and the Life, and share the 

fullness of Jesus with the world. 

 

A Good News People Joyfully Bearing Witness to Jesus 

Christ, who as Savior breaks the power of sin and death, enabling 

the Church to proclaim Life to the world. 

 

A Holy People Defined by the Lordship of Jesus Christ, 
who live in a covenantal relationship, expressed in worship, and 

expressed in faithful living that reflects the Holiness of God. 

 

A Missional People Mobilized and Sent by Jesus, who par-

ticipate in the transformative mission of God in the world, bringing 

Hope and Peace in Christ’s Name.   




